UP   TO   THE   PRESENT
and reluctantly returned to our camp, rejoining our wives in
the Milam valley next day.
Another plan had to be adopted, the ascent of the Qual
Ganga-ka Pahar, a shapely peak of over 20,000 feet, which
we had spotted to be climbable, as well as probably offering
a fine view into the sanctuary which through all the cen-
turies had eluded the gaze of man. Up the Qual Ganga we
went—a romantic, rocky gorge, bare of vegetation, provided
with a very sketchy path, which in places of especial danger
invariably faded out. We camped in a place where the
valley became broader, at the foot of our peak. Ruttledge
and his wife, Wilson and I, with the Everest porters, took
up a camp and settled at 17,000 feet on a spur of the moun-
tain with a gorgeous view. Next day, we moved up to
18,500 feet, finding the ridge harder than we had antici-
pated, and camped on a little slope of snow, converted after
much digging into a ledge that just held the two tents.
An amazing view of Nanda Devi and Nanda Kot to the
south-west, and a fearsome-looking peak to the north-west,
which we christened the " Bad Dream Mountain," occupied
all my attention as I painted it, whilst the others did my
share of work as well as their own.
We set off the next morning, up the ever-steepening
ridge, all climbable, but some of it difficult, and attained
the shoulder of the mountain. It was getting late, and
some of the party felt unequal to the task of doing the last
few hundred feet of snow-ridge. We saw a good distance
into the Nanda Devi basin from here, and after photo-
graphing the wonderful view, which had never before been
vouchsafed to mankind, we clambered down the mountain
to our camp. On the following day, looking down the steep
lower slopes, I espied my wife toiling up to meet me, and
spent a delightful morning with her, sitting on a rocky ridge
at 16,000 feet and sketching.
The next morning I unfortunately awoke with a sharp
attack of jaundice, due, I suppose, to some chill in one of the
high camps, and whilst Ruttledge, Wilson, & Co. went on to

